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Division 42:  Western Australian Planning Commission, $65 346 000 - 
Dr S.C. Thomas, Chairman. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan, Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 
Mr J.E. Dawkins, Chairman, Western Australian Planning Commission.   

Mr B.S. WYATT:  The fourth dot point under “Major Achievements For 2005-06” on page 747 refers to 
continued implementation of the Planning for Aboriginal Communities program.  How successful has that 
implementation been, and what will it offer Aboriginal communities in 2006-07?  
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I thank the member for that question.  The Commissioner for Planning might like 
to add to my comments.  The government felt that it was very important that Aboriginal communities be 
provided with the same services that are provided to other towns.  We were conscious of the fact that no land-use 
planning was being done for those communities.  Therefore, in 2002 we set up the Planning for Aboriginal 
Communities program involving specialist officers based, I think, in Broome.  
Mr J.E. Dawkins:  Yes.   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That program will provide community layout plans and involve examination of 
areas to ensure that water source protection is established, so that incompatible land uses are not placed next to 
the water sources, flood-prone areas and no-go culturally sensitive areas are defined and consideration be given 
to whether families in a community might like some separation and how that can be weaved into the layout 
plans.  That program will work closely with the Aboriginal Housing and Infrastructure Council, which is part of 
the Department of Housing and Works.  In this current year 23 layout plans have been endorsed and another 36 
are in the pipeline.  
Mr J.E. Dawkins:  The program is well regarded; it has been very successful; and we continue to regard it as a 
high priority.  
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I understand that at a national planning conference recently it was awarded a 
national planning award for the work that has been done.  One of its initiatives involves investigating the merits 
of a new service hub located centrally between six small, isolated Aboriginal communities on Great Northern 
Highway in central Kimberley.  Does it make sense to have a service hub that can provide services that could not 
possibly be provided in each of the six communities?  I think it has become very evident that we need to do more 
for Aboriginal communities and deliver a greater range of services.  This initiative is also being considered for 
Halls Creek, together with the town site development.  The member may be aware that, to right a historic 
injustice, we excised an area from the Moola Bulla station.  With both the traditional owners and the people who 
have lived there historically, we are working through what can be done to create some community living on the 
1 000 acres that have been excised.  

Mr B.S. WYATT:  At what stage is the program to create a hub; is it being considered or is it being developed?   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We are investigating the merits of it.  I am more than happy to provide further 
information on that by way of supplementary information.  I am interested in seeing it myself.  I will provide 
supplementary information on what is called the Kurungal Council Strategic Initiative on Great Northern 
Highway in central Kimberley.  
[Supplementary Information No A18.]  
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I refer to the seventh dot point on page 747.  On behalf of the shadow 
minister I would like to know when it is anticipated that trials of WA BASIX will commence.  I would love to 
know what it is about.  What are the estimated costs of trialling WA BASIX and, if successful, when will it be 
implemented?   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  A great deal of work is being done working with industry.  Some of our agencies 
are already incorporating BASIX style principles through the Armadale Redevelopment Authority, but full-scale 
trials will be commenced early in 2007.  Obviously, it must be embraced across government.  The idea is to 
introduce it some time by the end of 2007.  
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  What are the costs of trialling it and even implementing it?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I do not have that information.  
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Can your officer provide an estimate?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No.  If the member puts that question on notice, we will provide some information.  
It is an important part of the ongoing work of the department.  
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Can I have that by way of supplementary information?   
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes.  I will provide the projected cost to the department of the BASIX trial. 
[Supplementary Information No A19.]  
[10.30 am] 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I will make a point, and it is very important to understand it.  There are 142 local 
authorities in Western Australia.  Many of those local authorities are implementing and introducing their own 
sustainability systems into their town planning schemes.  It will become very costly to industry if we have 
dozens of different schemes.  We have no intention of suppressing these local schemes until such time as we 
have a credible statewide scheme.  There is potentially a cost to industry of not introducing that scheme.  Of 
course, I note that sustainability does not stop just with the motor car.  It is very important that we have far 
greater sustainability in our built environment, and we need to move forward.  We do not accept that nuclear 
energy is the way forward, and we are unashamed that we are trying to ensure that we develop housing that has a 
level of water and energy efficiency that means that we can, without compromising lifestyle, ensure that we are 
not damaging the planet; that we are reducing our demand on water resources and that we are reducing the 
demand on energy.  The technology is available.  I believe we must all accept that, as a society, we could be 
doing hugely better than we are doing with the general standard of housing when it comes to water and energy 
efficiency. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN:  My question on this division relates to page 752.  The second paragraph, at the top of the 
page, states - 

The capital works program also includes Consolidated Fund allocations for the purchase of land under 
the Peel Region Scheme and the provisional Greater Bunbury Region Scheme. 

I am particularly interested in the greater Bunbury region scheme.  What is the current status of that, and how 
much has been allocated from the consolidated fund to land acquisition? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The scheme, in its latest iteration, has gone through the WA Planning Commission, 
and it is now before government for consideration.  However, as the member knows, for a number of years we 
have had money in the budget, and we have, in advance of the scheme being gazetted, been purchasing land at 
the request of landowners who have wanted to sell.  That includes land that has been required for the Perth-
Bunbury highway and, secondly, land for regional open space.  There have been various acquisitions.  We are 
trying to get a figure for the member now.  Various acquisitions have taken place since about 2002, basically.  
About $5 million has been spent to date on purchases for the public estate, and that includes for the reserve, for 
the Perth-Bunbury highway, and also for the port access road that we are constructing.  I note that the National 
Party has now redefined the definition of regional.  Mr Chairman, you will be interested to note that Bunbury is 
no longer considered a region by the National Party, and anything between Perth and Bunbury has been 
redefined as metropolitan, apparently. 
The CHAIRMAN:  My understanding was that the area was between Perth and Margaret River. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Okay. 
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  That makes me a city slicker! 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is right.  It is an interesting development.  I am intrigued why my friend the 
member for Stirling is asking city-based questions! 
Mr G. SNOOK:  I refer to service 1 under “Service and Appropriation Summary” on page 745.  My question is 
in two parts.  Noting that the economy has grown and developed in real terms by about 36 per cent since 2000-
01 to an average of more than seven per cent per annum, this is an indicator of planning demands in the statutory 
and strategic planning areas.  Using the growth figures that were mentioned in the Treasurer’s speech, can the 
minister demonstrate where in the budget documents increased funding has been applied to employ adequate 
staff to meet the heavy demand for services that has been brought about by the exceptional growth in the 
population and the economy?  In the same area, can the minister explain why the estimated actual cost for 2005-
06 was $2 million less than that which was budgeted for in 2005-06? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  These are projects, I think.  The employment cost of the people who deal with the 
subdivisions and the planning approvals - the sorts of things that the member is concerned about - is included in 
the Department for Planning and Infrastructure budget.  These are specialist projects.  This is not the bread and 
butter of doing the statutory approvals.  These are projects such as statutory planning for policy and legislation 
for Perth and the regions.  Because we are putting so much of our planning resources into the bread and butter of 
getting subdivision approvals through, some of the other projects have not been completed in that time, and have 
been added to this year’s budget.  It is important to understand that there is a difference.  This is not the money 
that is actually spent on doing the bread and butter approvals process; these are broader planning instruments. 
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Mr G. SNOOK:  I thank the minister, but my question still stands.  Where can the minister demonstrate that 
there has been adequate funding to meet that extraordinary demand and growth, which must reflect in pressure 
on the planning capacity of the commission? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We will need to go back to division 39. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Unfortunately, we are now moving back to division -  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes, but I think it is a fair enough question, and I believe we need to - 

The CHAIRMAN:  The committee allows the leeway for the question to be answered then. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  I experienced this anomaly in yesterday’s estimates committee hearing.  The time expired 
when the minister was halfway through answering a question.  The ruling by the clerk was that the discussion 
then ceased.  I think it is an absolute nonsense if these committees continue to function in this way, whereby a 
minister cannot complete an answer.  It is an absolute disgrace. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The minister is willing to answer the question at this stage. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  I concede that, and I applaud the minister for it.  However, the minister had no choice 
yesterday. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Because of the way in which the department has drawn up the figures in division 
39 - it has put a raft of figures together - it might be easier if I provide, by way of supplementary information, the 
relative budgets for that level of activity.  If we can informally go back to page 668 - 
[10.40 am] 

The CHAIRMAN:  I believe the committee will allow some leeway. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Page 668 gives the best idea of it under “Service 3”.  The budget estimate last year 
was $41 million; the actual expenditure was $44 million; and the budget estimate for this year is $50 million. 

The CHAIRMAN:  That being the case, will supplementary information be required? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I am happy to move on to division 40. 
The CHAIRMAN:  I remind members that still on the call sheet for division 42 are the members for Kingsley, 
Collie-Wellington, Leschenault and Stirling.  If members wish to change over immediately, those members must 
withdraw their questions; otherwise questions will be asked in that order. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Mr Chairman, I am happy to move on.  I think the minister was suggesting 
when we started all this that if we took this division until 10.30 am, it would give us time to go through the other 
items.  I am happy to forgo a couple of questions so that we can move to the next division. 
The CHAIRMAN:  All members must be willing to withdraw their questions if that is the case.  All members 
are willing; therefore, the question is that the appropriation for division 42 be recommended. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


